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Offie of Strategic Services 
US Army Forces in '^he (fiddle Fast 

No. 8043 

Oct. 18 , 1943 

(MOTEt by 0.8.8, Cairo). 

the following is forwarded In response to the re<|ue8t made 
to Lalng on 8^t. 6 for copies of the oorrespondenee between 
Shaklb Arslan and Baj Amin Uusseini ooneemlng Italian propa g a n da, 
the idiotostatle copies mentioned have not yet been lobatedy but 
the search is oontinoing* Herewith is a contemporary CID report 
on the natter, the concluding notes are fumlsned by the present 
1BU( representative in ferusaleo. 

SlTy 

Sableett* Bnlr Sbaklb Arslan • Italian Propagaitda. 

1. the pnblieation by "A1 Jania el Islamia" of a letter 
alleged to have been sent by Bair 8hakib Arslan to HaJ Anin on 
the subject of Italian Propaganda has caused a great agitation 
in Arab pdltioal circles. 

Pditleal leaders and members of the Istiqlal in Uie 
beginning believed the anthentiolty of the report, but resented 
the action of the 8hel)ch Slelman el Faroukl as the publication 
of such a document is Atrlnental to Arab Interests. 

2. Ihe general publle believed this document and express 
distrust in we persons Involved, namely. HiaJ Amin Busseini, 

Bair Shaklb, Ihsan Jabiri and Kiad el Suih. whom they accuse of 
havii« mde an agreement with Italy for private benefit. Ihe 
Moslems in Palestine hate Italy on account of its policy in 
Trlpditania and will xiot forget the news of atrocities which 
she is alleged to have committed, Ihe statement of **A1 Jamie 

al Arabia" denying the au^hentielty of the docoment had no effect 
on the public, and unless a case is brought to Court and its 
forged oharaoter is established, its effects will not be removed. 
It however, appears thatt 

(1) . HaJ Amin Busseini and Ihsan Jabiri insia on 

regarding the dooument as forged. 

(2) . BaJ Amin Busseini gave instructions to his 

supporters to publish the report that it is 
forged. 

(3) . HaJ Amin believes that the object of publishing 

this dooument is to lower his prestige in, and 
out of Palest ne, emd to mar the success of 
Hebl (hisa. 
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3* Ihsan Jablri Is reported also to have insisted in his 
eoxiversations on the inauthentiolty of this document. He, 
lumever. eoold not deny privately that the Pales tine-Syrian 
delegation arrived at an agreement with Italy two yean ago in 
regard to its policy in Tripolitania and the granting of self* 
rule to the Moslems there, and as a result fifty thnosand Hoslens 
were returned to their territories, and had their properties 
restored to them, were granted agricultural loans, ete. the 
8yrlan>Palestine delegaticm, on the other hand, undertoolc to 
eease its hostile campaign gainst alleged Italian atrocities. 
Ihsan Bey is farther reported to have pointed out that chis 
agreement with the Italians had received the prior agreenent 
w Hosleu leaders such as asir ooar Toosson, Abdel Asia Thaoltbl, 
Abdel Batean Assam (who was deported fron Palestine at the tine 
of the holdliw of the Islamic Congress on account of an anti- 
Italian speeoh), Bashir Saadwai (a Irip^ltanla leader wtio is 
resident 'in Oemaacus, and who at'ended the Islamic Congress). 
Sessln Pasha fiashemiml, Ibrahim Hanano, and Sheikh Bashld Rida, 
who ell favored a policy of friendship towards Italy and promised 
to desist from agitation in oemsideration of the satisfaction of 
the demands of the IrlpOlitanlan Hoslens. 

4. Ihsan Jablri has furthermore declared (also in a 
private manner) that Italy greatly assisted Iraq in securing 
its independence, while Mossolixil has promised to cuisist Syria 
and show sympathy, bat secretly, towards the Palestine Arabs 
in their fignt against Zionism. 

5. It is understood that the Istlqlal leaders are intent 
on deling the authenticity of this document and believe that 
this is necessary in carder to preserve the prestige of the 
Palestine-Syria delegation. Certain members of the Istlqlal 
have written in this sense to their supporters in Syria, Trans- 
jordan and Bgypt, informing them that we latter was femed tqr 
the Baticnal Defense Par^ in order to spoil the reputation of 
Bai Amin Husselnl, place him in a critical position with the 
British authorities in Palestine, and disturb the relations 
betwew him and ttnlr Abdalla. 

I have etc. 

Sgd.) U.P. Rice 

SBrun nrsFBCTOB obhbral 

C.I.D. 

6. (Concluding Rotes t) 

(1). On Hay 5. 1935 SHAKIB AR8LAH wrote to the High 
Cosaalssioner declaring that the letter was a forgery. 

(2) . A1 Dina Palestln - critical of the policy of 

(3) . Opportunl*® accused I’Uftl and his party of 

being in Italian pay. ^ ^ 

Date of Infos Apr, 20, 1935 
Sources CID Jerusalem 

Evaluations Docu'iontary 


J 


1 


A LETTER FBQL^ THE il lR 8UAKIB ARSLAN DATED FEBRUARY 20, 1935» 

TO HAJ iUilN a. HUSSBINl, (SUUD I^IFTI OF JERl^ALEIt, A PH0T0STA7IC 
C<K OP WHICH APPEARED IN FATisTTM QP APRIL 19, 1935* UNDER THE 
TITLE 0P»1HE IBRKPUTART.K a PU0T0STi-Tl6 COPY OF A LETim 


0«neva, Fetouary 20, 1935* 
So ny friend. His Bnlnenee Sayyed Anin Effendi el Basseinlt 


Scae ten days ago after ay retom frosi ny trip about ableh 
you knov I erote to you a letter eontainirg some vlena regarding 
the easqpaign against you ah ich I have seen In the Palestine press 
beeause you did not appear to have taken a eourse opposing the 
English. You will pardon ae if I say that I share sene of these 
eontentlons with the press and I do not agree elth you. With the 
English no humoring or bribe or polioy avails. No one ean deeelve 
then beeanse they are the most deoeltfnl people. No appeal eoold 
be made to their sympathies nor to proofs. Ccnpronise is a language 
ehieh an Englishman does not understand. The only tongue he does 
understand is opposition. That is shy i believe that your adheranee 
to the friendship of these people will cost you your prestige not 
only with your eonpatriots in Palestine but also with otbm people. 

If this is the prraared plan of your foes, it would be better if 
you will not give the foe a ohanee. You know what I mean. 

j, do not know if our irlend Zhsan Bey (el Jablri) has told 
yon of what has happened in Rome between the men of the Odvenaient 
and myself regarding what we disdussed in Heeoa and agreed tQ>on 
in Jerusalem. 1 will now tell you that 1 am saMsfled (ny eonseienoe 
is elear) as a result of the last meeting and from the assureiwe 
Triileh vussolinl himself gave. I am oertaln that Italy will not dare 
to treat us like the English or Preneh have treated us. If you are 
able to send our friend Jamal (el Uusselni) here on his way to 
London I will aoqiuint him irith things I a^ not here eluoidate. 

At any rate it was agreed to pjroeeed as soon as possible 
to disseminate Italian propaganda in the Arab countries as the 
man said that he fears a world war will break out and that if all 
means are not now adequate then the gain whioh we anzioipate will 
be lost. I have made some preparatior.s idileh you will see in t he 
next issue of L a Nat^ Arabel It is ny opinion that we sleae' the 
opporutnity of Alyssltila's omtfliet with then to show the evils 
of the Abysslnians to the Hoslems. 


Hen to show the evils 


The Propaganda Off ioe in Rome may send some Information for 
publioation in our papers. I gave then the addresses of A1 Jami *a 
al Arabiyva and “ot ‘give ihem the 

address of A1 Jami’ a nl Taifwntwa ainaa our friend Jamal informed 
me of the fieVaeness of its proprietor. I have written to Riad Boy 
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(•1 Solh) to take otaarge of the matter in Sjrrla and requested 
him to see you so that you oould give him tne neoessary 
instruotioDS, 

Hossollni asked me about your personal rOlations with 
ialr Abdallah. X did not eensider it appropriate to inelode 
this element vith us and I told him that the iinir uas a toOl 
vlth the English and that no good oould be eaq>eoted from him 
partieularly sinoe I have seen in the Palestine papers that he 
has returned to the lap of Bagheb (Bey Nashashlbi) and hla 
supporters. 

I will urlte to you more explaining other laqportant 
matters. Peaee and God’s neroy be with you. 

Your friend, 

SHAKIB 4IUSSIAN 

The Amir Shaklb Anslan's letter appeared in B alnatln. the 
organ of the Bashashlbi Party opposing the llufti. Xhe letter 
appeared at a tine tdien the defeat of the B as h as hlb i Party in 
the Jerusalem Unnloipal Sections was still burning hot in the 
hearts of the Bashashlbi partisans. It was a time when eaoh 
side vUllfled the other. Xhe letter was Instantly maimed to 
be a forgery. Xhe liofti's press went to some length to prove 
that the writing, the language, end style end the signature 
were not Araslan’s. Xhe Bashashlbi papers elained the let‘.er 
to be genuine and that elrenastanees showed the possibility of 
the letter. Such papers as could manage to stay nooF^partisan 
in suoh a storm otdy dsploored the fact that there eoiud be some 
people who lend themselves to the interests of. foreign intruders. 

(Jaffa), for Instanoe, wrote that now it anf»ears 
there are people working only for personal gain and selfish 
interests, raey work to assist imperial lets. 

A1 Carmel (Haifa) wrote that propaganda for Italy sieant 
propfliuKUt for slavery to X^aly. Bam. propaganda will only 
enoourage others to propagate the cause of England, Pranoe. 
Oermany and others. Bines it is agreed that suoh pgnqiaganda 
Is ti^torous, then it is not neoessary to dlseuss whether the 
letter was genuine or not. 

S mit asb-8a»b (Bethlehem) was oonvlnoed that the document 

was 

Her ’at esh^ai^ fl (Jerusalem) wrote that this is how some 
people stom to sml their country and scoffs at the idea that 
the doeumrat could be Gorged. 


”.S*AWnr ?OR^ T” ^ iTriK 7/ST 
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Ccnti7wi0tinn of renor^* rrt t*:* rorrarrv>n'!ftnrft )>etvfoen Sfair 
SbaVlb Aridan and Haj )&dH« This viaa In rasponao to a SDeeial re<|ue8t 
firm Washington# 


I3T£Rk 7. TRANSUnOK IH(K AL JAia>A AL ISIA!!1TA OF 
Tffi l8th APRIL, 1935. 

After tmblishlnc the following verses t **7>efend yomreelf on the 
day when e v ery eoi:i comes to defend itself and says all that it has 
done, and they will not he opp’*essed" "He deceives ns is not of ns" 
"The pioneer does not deceive his peonle" "*Riether yon hade what is in 
your breast or obow it Hod knove it and knows what Is in Heaven and 
Harth» *I*od Is aU-^powerfhl# When the sonl finds oct what evil it did 
it wishes that its meeting with Ood may be very far off# God warns yon 
of Himself and God pities the people", the paper publishes the oXlehe 
of the following letter. 

Geneva 

?Oth FebiP'jary 1935# 

Onr brother His %dnenee Aadn al Hiuselni, 

Ten days ago, after retoming from ay trip of which yon know, 1 
wrote yon a letter cmtaining ray remarks on the eaaioaign which I see 
directed a£;ain8t yon in the Balestlne Aress for yonr not cosdn? out with 
a policy of hostility to the ^glish# Do not blame m if I tell yon that 
I share the opinion of the Press and do not agree with you. Plattery, 
bribexy and policy are nsdese with then. Ho one can trid? then for they 
are the devsrest of tricksters# Ton cannot conquer then by eentlments 
and proofs# Softness is a language which the ^gllsh-wm does not nnder^ 
stan)» The ^nglishnan understands only owosition. Therefore, I believe 
^t your atildclng to the friendship of this people will make you lose , 
your influence not only with the neople of yo^n* country in Palestine but 
with other people as well# If this is a plan schemed by your enemies, it 
is preferable that you ahodd not allow the en«ny to attack you and you 
know well what I nean# 


I wonder if <rtr brother Ihean ^ has y^n abowt whit his boon 

accomnllshed between ne and the «on of the Government in Home with regard 
to whet we have tolked sMnt in Me^ct end sTreed 16 in Jerusalem* Tlow I 
inform you that i^r oonecience was satisfied by the last Interview and by 
the assurances which Vussolini hiwself T am confident that Tt/^ly 

will not dare to treat \is as the Kn.vUsh and Franco have* If you can sene' 

Jemal to me here on his way to london I will show him what X find not 
permissible to e^eplaln here* 

it any rate we have agreed to start soreadlne propnio^nda for 

Italy in the Arab countries as soon as posslbloj for the nan told tse 

that he feared a world war and if the circumstances bto not availablo from 

Imp y w 0 *^ 

now on^ the advanta^s which we expect wUl^see it in the nixt nnmber of 
magaBlne ”La Nation Arabe*** In :sy ooinion we ahouM take the opportunity 
of their dispute with Abyssinia and sho^dd show the eivlls which the Abya*» 
slnians have done to the tfoslems* 

The Fropapfanda Bureau in Rone may send some information to our 
newsp a pers for publieation* I the addresses of *A1 Jani'a al Arat^ 
iya” and ”A1 Wihda al Arabiya** X have not given them the address of | 

«AI Jemima al Islsadya* seeing that Jemal informed me on your b^ialf of | 

the instability of its proprietor* 

I wrote to Fiad Bey about this in order that he nay talco eosBRsnd 
of the sltiation in %rla end asked him to see yon so that you may s^vo 
him the neoessaxy instructions* 

Hxissolini asked me about your persw^al relations with the Asdr 
Abdullah* I found it not suitablo to introduce this elnaent with us* I 
infomsd him that the Amir was the puppet of t^e Bhglieh end that no 
good is to be expected from him e^oecially after I have semt in the 
Palestine Press hie return to the li^ of Ragheb and his supporters* I 
will write to you another lettar fbll of details of other important 
matters* 

Greeting and the mercy of God upon yott* 

(signed) Tour Brouter 
Shakib ARSLAN* 

Source t PBUSA 

PONEI Jerusalem Oct* l$p lRli3» 





